88          THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
The Aufbauschule.
It has been mentioned in Chapter I that since
the Revolution a new kind of high school, known
as the Aufbauschule, or Superstructure school,
has been created in Germany out of the normal
schools for elementary teachers which have been
closed down. The Aufbauschule admits special-
ly gifted children who have studied in an elemen-
tary school for seven years and gives them secon-
dary education for six years, at the end of which
period they are allowed to take the ' Maturity'
examination. Thus the lowest class is Unterter-
tia, instead of Sexta, and the age of pupils who
enter it is thirteen.
The Aufbauschulen may be organized either
with the objective of the Oberrealschule or of the
Deutsche Oberschule. They do not therefore
constitute a new type of high school, but represent
a new form of organization.
The Aufbauschulen are very popular and their
number is steadily increasing. Prussia alone has
eighty-five Aufbauschulen, seventy-four for boys
and eleven for girls. There are two reasons for
the growing popularity of this kind of school. In
the first place, as it links up the upper classes of
the elementary schools with the secondary school,
pupils whose intellectual capacity develops late
are given an opportunity of receiving secondary
education; and secondly, in rural areas where
there is no secondary school in the neighbour-
hood, the parents are enabled to keep their child-